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Council officially names Morrissey to library job

COUNCIL

confinuad from page AL

metided rate was wall helow
the tom's levy Hmit under
Proposition 47,

[hder atate law,
Southbridee conld shifl up
to halt of 15 tx Wrden to
businesses, bur he recom
mended agatnst that, sav-
g doing so s “short-sight-
el™ and canmot be easily
reversed  In the future,
Bacanse of the economy
business property actualy
gainad in value, while the
effect on resldences was
mixed — single and (wo-
family homes lost some
value, but  multi-family
homes dropped even mors,

Conrnover said. He did mol,
however, present figares for
thinss catepories,

Comparsd to the st of
klassachusells, he noted,
Southbridge tax rate last
vear was “in the lowest 13
percent.”  nearly  §1.600
below the statewide aver-
agm,

Also unanimously, the
conmedl formally elevatad
Margaret Morrissey to the
library director's job; she
fad been holding it on an
nterim baziz since her
predecessor Jarmes
Pattorzon left in Aupust.
Her contract 1s for three
VLS,

1 st want to Keep going
where we're going for now”

Morrizzey sald allerward.
praising the staff for their
work, “My predecessors
T 5ot a o] armmos phere
and pace. They pual the
lbrary on the map in this
stare”

In other business, they
approved  allowing  the
Memorial Hall project on
Mlain Soreet o apply for a
state Cormndty
Development Block Grant,

Owmed by Colm Cryan.
that project aims o reno
vate the tarilding at the cor-
ner of Main and Chapin
sireets into  comimercial
space with twao floors of
apartments above it It has
e Vacant arvound 10
vears, and Crvan sald the

THE NEWS HOUND IS ON THE PROWL m H

properly had sullered seri-
ouns water darpage from
thiat neglect,

“The need to act is self-
evidenil.” he said. “._. When
I acouired the property it
was In quite a state of dis-
trass"

Sinee starting work eardi-
e this year, Crvan hopes o
restore the facade to its art
decs look of the 18208 and
als and preserve a variety
of old featires nside and
out, He also plans to install
sutainable technology that
will make the building
enargv and water efficient
s 1t can mest the LS
Groeen Building Council's
LEED certification. If he
sucoeads, he said, it will
probably be the frse ao oer-
tiflec Tuaildiog in fown,

Apcording 1o Alics Bod,
the grant will help uild the
four affordable unit: on the
spoond floon It will be

worth belwrasts $400,000 and
F700,000; Bovd sald thaey
wonld firm up the numbers
this morniog.

The project gol a boosl
fronm Downitown
Parmership Prosident
Bomald Chernlsky, who satd
thie conneil meeds to *send 4
fessape to the business

Chairwoman  Catharine
Mikolla  agreed, saving
Cryan's eoffort has made
many pesple “breathe a
sign of reliel” becanze (he
bnildding “has been hanglng
by its thumbs.”

Gus  Stepves  can be
reached at S08-009-4135 orF

Commuin” erail at
SATY HiTe Yo set privake sateaveswstonebridge-
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